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quickly  plunged  into   the   mysteries.    For half an hour or more he expounded to me the   Hindu doctrine of the divine absolute and the  inadequacy of human ideas to it, in language which might have been borrowed from Lord Haldane's " Pathway to Reality." Reincarnation, he insisted, alone gave  the clue  to  man's existence and his ascent to the divine; and with all his heart he protested   against   the   argument   of Western philosophers  that  the  final  stage of unity with the divine absolute was equivalent to extinction.    It was, in his view, the great defect   of   Western   thought   that   it   was unable  to  grasp the idea that the highest existence   must  take   this   form.    Then   I asked him frankly a quite simple question, suggested by our discussion of the previous evening.    Did  he  worship   the   cow ?    Of course  he  worshipped the  cow, or  rather, to  speak  strictly,   worshipped  the   divinity through the cow, and he could imagine no